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Taking life stow, a three-toed sloth
hangs out an anambaibo free along
the Rio Tuichi in Madidi Natioral
Park. A planned hydroelectric dam
may permmanently innndare this ansa—
claimitg ore of South America’s niost
biologically diverse rain forests even
before it has been fully explored.

adidi

WILL BOLIVIA DROWN
ITS NEW NATIONAL PARK?
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wriggling in its chest, and
the neck of another was
caked with dried blood
from the bite of a '.'.1rr1p‘.r|,'
bat. We humans had been
miuch luckier—a bit of altitude sickmness in the
Andes, minor gashes and braises from slips
on rocky trails, bites from throngs of ticks,
flies, and mosquitoes, Bul compensitions were
all around wus: breathiaking landscapes, abun-
dant birdlife, utter wildness as far as the eye
could travel.

With Eosa Marfa Ruiz, a Balivian environ-
miental actiwist, and Charles Munn, an Amern
can conservation bialagist, 1 spent a maonth
exploring a new Bolivian natienal park called
Sladidi, l:'n'.'rriu]_.: 4.7 million acres—a bhat
smaller than New [eriey Madidis encom-
passes 19000-foot glaciers in ithe west, rain
forest in the east, pampas in the north, and
cloud forest and dry forest in hetween.,

These varied habitats and their intersections
nurture distingt fora and fauna, making the
park one of the richest in the diversity of plant
and animal life in South America. The con-
timentz]l United States and Canada hold abowat
M) species of birds; Madidi, with one-tenth
of one percent as much area, contains an et
piated 10000 species.

A series of valleys in 1'I1¢'|5-.|.rk'1 midsection is
w0 rugeed no one lives there or even ventuness
it i “Whan undeseribed species of fauna and
flara live in this lost world is anyone’s guess.”
waid Munn, who works out of Lima, Peru, for
the Wildlife Conservation Society. MMunn has
becn involved with Madidi since the Belivian
government higedd him a5 a consultant in 1992

tiv help define the park. "Manu Mational Park

Srive Einpig hai alio travelod sn Soqilh Amcisia 1o
wiriie absout anacondas ard Indian corn beer. Free
lamger Jods Sampvoes, & nesdent of Metsraska, hay phi-
tographed 14 cther stories for Mamonal Grocrarmic

b

t Cargadero we lost a horse to a jaguar, At Mojos
we lost another to a venomous snake. By that
point one of our mules had a botfly maggot

in Peru is widely thought to be the beit eco-
toarrisrm destination in the Amazon,” he said,
“burt Madidi beats Mano hands dowmn.”

O will, if §t can be protected from a pro-
pirsed dam that would drown a huge piece of
in. At the moment. Wourist accommadations
re almost nonexistent. Madidi's 1,700 or %o
inhabitants live in scattered villages accessible
only by rough trails or rivers, Though the
Balivian government estahlished the park in
September 1993, it 10t yet well-known even
to scientists. Conservationists, tour operators,
and Bolivian officials expect that 1o change as
soon as lodges go up and word gets oul.

Thee western gateway to Madidi iz Pelechucs,
@ srmall Andean town hemmed En by intimidat-
ing peaks wreathed with clowd. [t was a dismal
place whose mayor soreamed commands at his
constituenis through loudspeakers on the
square, Still, it intermittently oifered electric-
ity, plumbing, and a plone—the kst such
amenities we would see for a month,

Hariz led Slugen and me out of lown i|:|.1|:|'|i.||}'
drizzle, bound for the 'r'iIIHH_C ol P, By du:n
misrth. Buidz's brakded pigeail hung below her
waist, and her cheek bulged with a wad of coca
leaves. She has spent much of her life i the
eastern part of Mididi. She now directs a small
grasspoods group called Bco Bolivia and is
sadicdi's Rercest profector, Though slight an
soft-spoken, she once grabbed the barrel of a
shotgun held by a logger cutting trees illegally
in the park and told him te clear out,

At dusk we camped an a high, grassy plateau
near weveral sbome hauts and a corral of amas
and alpacas, Our muketeers bought dried dung
from the herders 1o make a fire. Ahead, a gla-
cner tlug_]l'l the last ﬂaﬂipﬂﬂ- AL l.‘|.|}'h:|’r4k frios
glazed our tents and shagged the llamas’ costs,

The trail climbsed toward the EJJ.-C 1er, Cleests
heaving, we slopped aften to gulp the thinning
axygen. [ illed my cheek with some of Buiz's
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A CLOUDY FUTURE avwairs Madidi Natiomal Park

as the government and conservationists square off
over the proposed Bala daws, to be uilt fna mar-
row gap, far right, in the Andes foorlsills through

- whhich the Rio Beni flows. A blanket of clouds
obsciires the river, whose rising waters mﬁﬂmﬂ'
the basin in the foreground to form alake of a
thousand square miles. Although the danr’s
hydroelectric output weuld far exceed Bolivia's
miost ambitious firture needs, Bolivian officials

7 ﬂmurhudnmmn‘hpmﬁnﬂﬂnmmc
rrmuﬂumd'fﬁ:mpdhﬂdupnjﬂrﬂmr







cl w compensated by the
:.'Il'll
ML

comes o Pb

C st he wont

OnSs 08 NES 1

someday, when

n hape

the puma will be w

Chiaan than as a o

wal rolbed down the valley

1ews that there

two small

_!'".l\.:|||
Block buildin

i tree trunks as §

1
Al A FOHRY SUHAC

R

.I:_-| il

feld wi

4 kids,

unheated sl
-

2, sal ak long rs rarcly ap

desks, Sira

10 5o s, e

1efe, 3o the teacher was delig

het posie

O Fuemd R year

12 %1%l

ol

Each ol |'|-\. ||I|'||I'|I"\-\.'|Il % h ul &NET a

ited by frustra

W .;.;L'H._ defe

T

of the teachers ::|.\_|'.:-| i ROIAS ORIE, knew
ke lmicd e -\.|'\-:'\.|-._'| b

EYEN kn

children, T

¥ oo ¥
ELIIma sak i a nas

Vou're I

LY LD BIWE

LGS
LI
Lome

Seamwhile, aboant 30 vi

ga pearby, Buiz stood on a

in the <hrt pl

bencl

- communities in Madidi w

nased (o benehil o any enierprisi

. ]
with the park, 1

5 are here s

whe said. T

¥ DAREYET TE

rism coulbd pay tor

H b here

v beetter edu

medical care

1 s

in the dark sch
o the villagers disoussed their uture. Afber
15 rmina med. The headds

unced that the willage wanbed 10 COopReT

W the

Ykl

A ne
tnarism
e

afe with other commianities, bEarm

and work with Foo Bolie

|| H E 3 F | o
abed winal had transpored

Iy [Ch

writben down mm the cllicial comm
ard. Evervone sipned or marked the 4]

. AT

: DEINONE Wrcaim

Wil

shaking all ar

weard il

st step N

ToaE N

(il -_||'|'|||'::|'i'| based tourism. Even al |
find funding

L}

v Lraiaing. Maing isn't like

. , W
ey fof several vears, unbll b

SEE ANy ri

ecommies beiter known and the v llage cam

ACCOTEATY £ lisurisls

r&2 would pay to see w Idlife and

ld Kkill fewer

Ruir believed that if the villagers under

that lofe

landscapes, they wi

MR RO H SCICI0)

MNATIONA

GEMaEAPHILC,



W)
w5 Madidi

e L1 \Huﬂ'-j:-fn-um NATIONAL PARK
i, @Al Dl

& 2 For decades engireers bave
h .-'.r seen the Bala marrows of
1Eﬂmll.h:l| F F i i Rio Berd o an idan
ELHAVE
o

site for a fydroelectrrc

" -clllu"n". Ervraisien
Levwvllinrsd rink® [oassl

tadists appose e

L - T

[ATEEFET For T

Ll gl

il T T T

L LORERL
MATIHAL

P

iplian begause e

resulitng lake wonki
inurgiaie meore than @
thouganed sqinare rirkes of
foresr. Some Lot imvatiree

l-|_||jr|h'|'-_'| Iric sites have

beer rderfificd upstream

Peaiy sbafie: gimal prd,
dietsl i el Pl
F AT

hetn and & L5, ) o - i, ol D Tl Pl
-:'.-: Tw-:;:; :," .: W | i J ’Eﬂ'\ .A_ .. A %ﬂ.

i - .' - ’;rdumuﬁ: wfg -\"":.':: -‘F_.“ A

L

2 " g L | - Hh" 5../"
st L L 1 ]
l"\_ i i \
Lake l\‘,__ eyt iy ; g
JERIEIcE '“"\-\.__ e e TR il |
+ ey TR P WA < Ay
RTINS AR PRI i
AR B RY B I

TR o Lu:ull'-.
. {ﬂ; l.l'mn.vlq-ru-._-':faph i g e



1l
v laF .
learmed

WALE Tal

OYET IV

kecp

Wlvearts frean th

EErTaLn @res re L Miopos any







From a bluff overlooking the
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TWO OF A KIND, a pair of red-and-green
macaws glide near the riverside cliff where they
have made their nest—an unusual home for the
birds, which typically live in tree trunks.

forest we marveled at swarms of macaws.
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LLEANSING WATERS, the Tuichi and its ribura
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